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The primary purpose of this project is stated to be 
to meet the expressed need for a more complete and continuous program 
of high school orientation for eighth grade students about to 
matriculate into high school. In order to achieve the objectives, a 
wide range of personnel, including elementary and high school 
teachers, school counselors, administrators, parents, and community 
representatives, along with the students were involved in this 
p'Lc.gram. The narrative report is separated into sections which deal 
with such topics as feeder schools, objectives of the project, 
program activities, evaluation format; evaluation check list tables, 
findings, follow-up study, summary of findings, conclusions, sample 
evaluation sheets; change in the local educational agency and 
cooperating agencies; project continuation; and dissemination 
activities. The analysis of findings is organized on the basis of the 
six objectives of this program and the third year follow-up study of 
the students involved in this projecti The tables for all three years 
of the project are included in the analysis. In the discussion of 
each objective, the original (first year) objective is stated, 
followed by the objective utilized during the remaining two years. 
(Author/AH) 
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FINAL EVALUATION OF AREA PREP CENTERS INCLUDING 
THIRD YEAR REPORT 1973-74 

Introduction 

The Area Prep Centers, funded by E.S.E.A. Title III, completed its third 
and final year of operation in June 1974. This project was initiated during the 
first semester, 1971 • The third year culminated this activity, and it was 
terminated in June, 1974 as an E.S.E.A. Title III funded project. The 
Application for Continuation Grant was submitted in both 1972 and 1973 and both 
were approved for the , second and third year of funded operation. 

The basic concept of the original proposal, for funding under Public 
Law 89-10, as amended Title III Eleir.entary and Secondary Education Act, remained 
unchanged throughout the three years that this program has operated. 

The primary purpose of the project Area High School Prep Centers was to 
meet the expressed need for a more complete and continuous program of high school 
orientation for eighth grade students about to matriculate into high, schxjol. In 
order to achieve the objectives of the Prep Centers as expressed in the' primary 
purpose a wide range of personnel was involved in this program. These .personnel 
included elementary and high school teachers, school counselors, administrators, 
parents, and community representatives along with the students. 

The need for more adequate preparation of eighth grade students for their 
high school experience was originally identified by the Area Associate Superin- 
tendents of the Chicago Public Schools. The expressed peed x^as further supported 
by the District Superintendents, principals throughout the city. Bureau of Pupil 
Personnel and Human Relations representatives, Community Education Councils in 
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the target areas, Parent -Teacher Associations, the United Concerned Parents, 
Teachers, Citizens, Organizations of the West Side, the Puerto Rlcan Congress, and 
non-public school personnel* 

r m 

Freshman counselors indicated in a survey conducted by members of the 
writing committee that incoming beginning high school students had many 
apprehensions about entering the ninth grade. The cbncerns actually centered on 
insufficient knowledge about the educational programs offered beyond the eighth 
grade in the Chicago Public Schools. The lack of knowledge by students focused 
on factors associated with building size, complexity of the curriculum, wide vari- 
ety of backgrounds among their fellow students, student-teach^r^ounselor 
relationships, and knowledge about co-currlcular programs. Much concern was 
expressed about the knowledge students had -about careers. If the students had 
firm ideas about different occupations, th^lr high school program could very well 
become more meaningful and goal directed.- These concerns were in part a response 
of increased interest in attending high school by students, accentuated geo- 
graphical and social mobility, greater awareness by minorities about educational 
opportunities, and increasingly greater value gir^en to obtaining a quality 
education. 



Additionally, Interests in the needs of young adolescents, previously 

neglected, have received increased^atrloff^TTS^^ntion. As the youths attain 

* 

the 12-14 year old age range, they must learn to adjust to an Increasingly 
fluid and diffuse environment. They encoiinter a wide 'range of academic knowledge 
in school; peers from different backgrounds play a greater role in their lives; 
and the expectations on the part of adults, including professional educators, 
change and become more complex. Educators are making great efforts to meet the 
challenges that face young adolescents as they are about to enter high school. 
The articulation from elementary school or the upper grade centers to high school 
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is a vital matter to- youth, p^T^nts and professional educators in Chicago. The . 

survey by the freshman counselors along with the efforts of many other Individuals 

*.nd groups too numerous to mention assisted in bringing the issue of high 

school articulation for young adolescents to the forefront. 

As an outcome of the^ study by the groups referred to in the preceding 

paragraph, a list of critical educational needs were identified. 

a. A program directed at facilitating the transition 
qJE eighth grade students from public and non-public 
^ - feeder schools to the public high school in a specific 

f attendance area; 
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b. An intensive and sustained program designed to motivate 
students to complete their secondary education; 

c. A more effective means to develop greater parental 
participation in the educative process; 

d. Development of innovative teaching methods to aid 
'instructors in understanding the social issues that 
affect the learning process; 

e. An independent center to develop and implement programs 
of activities designed to meet the critical educational 
needs of sut dents in selected target areas. 

The Project 

Each of the three Chicago Public School districts organizational areas 
(A, B, and C) established one model Area High School Prep Center. The three high 
schools participating in this program were Morgan Park High (Area A), Farragut 
High (Area B) , and Senn High (Area C). The respective feeder elementary schools 
of each of the three high schools enrolled eighth graders at the Area Prep Center. 
Students from non-public elementary schools who planned to enter any one of the three 
target high schools were designated for this pilot program of Prep Centers by 
the respective Area Associate Superintendent of Schools. The selection of the 
specific school was based on the expressed needs and interests of students, 
parents, teachers and interested citizens of the community. The 

Ji 
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schools which participated in this project are listed on Table 1, 2, and 3 
by organizational area. It is noted that most schools participated in the 
program all three years. 

Table 1 

Area A Feeder Schools for Prep Center 



Public School s 

Barnard 

Clissold 

Esmond 

Green 

Kellogg 

Mount Greenwood 
Shoop 



Sutherland 
Vanderpoel 

Nonpublic 

Christ the King 
St . Barnabas 
St; Cajetan 
St. John Fisher 



Table 2 

Area B Feeder Schools for Prep Center 



Public Schools; 

Bryant 

Burns 

Corkery 

Gray 

Hess 

Magellan 
Mason 



McCormick 

Penn 

Shepherd 

Spry 

Whitney 

Nonpublic 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
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Table 3 

Area C Feeder Schools for Prep Center 



Public Schools Stone 

Swift 

Brennemann Trumbull 
Goudy 

Hayt Nonpublic 
LeMoyne 

McCutcheon - St. Ita 

Peirce St. Thomas of Canterbury 

St6ckton 



Objectives of the Project 

The objectives of this E.S.E.A. Title III funded program remained 
substantially the same over the three- year duration of the project. However, 
the objectives were restated to provide more refined measurability when the 
second application for continuation grant was submitted fov approval in 19 
restated objectives were approved and maintained for the second and third 
years of the project. The objectives specifically identified the accountability 
phases of the program for the outside evaluators. 

Both the original (first year) and restated objectives (second aad 

third years) objectives are listed below. Six objectives were formulated to 

provide the guidelines and goals f-^r the successful and measurable operation 

of the Area Prep Centers program. In each case the Vestated and final objective 

is presented first and followed by the original objective whi-h was in operation 

during the first year of the project. 

1. The pupil will demonstrate that he has developed a 
sense of harmony and interdependence among students - 
from a variety of feeder elementary schools in the 
target area by checking more positive answers on the 
post-test student questionnaire than on the pre-test 

Er|c ' i3 ' 



quectlonnalre. 



Original Objective : 

To promote a sense of harmony and Interdependence 
among students from a variety of feeder elementary 
schools In the target attendance area through 
combined classes for two and three periods of time. 

Parents and feeder-school teachers will obtain Infoirmation 
and knowledge about the local high school intended to 
facilitate the children's transition from elementary to 
high school. More than one-half of the responses by 
parents and feeder-school teachers wdll be positive on 
items in a questionnaire designed to evaluate this 
objective. 

Original Objective : 

To facilitate the transition from elementary to high 
school by initiating student, parent, and teacher 
contact among high school feeder schools. 

The parents and teachers will demonstrate that they have 
increased their effectiveness in guiding pupils to make 
the adjustment to high school by checking more positive 
answers on the post-attitudinal survey than on the pre- 
survey. 

Original Objective : 

To increase the effectiveness of parents and teachers 
in guiding children in making the adjustment to high 
school through cooperative participation in educational 
activities. 

The student will demonstrate knowledge of available career 
opportunities by checking 75 percent of the correct responses 
on a career knowledge test. 

Original Objective : 

To stimulate student interest in a variety of job 
opportunities through exposure to available vocational 
and occupational programs • 

Parents will demonstrate knowledge of activities at the 
Prep Center and their children's attitudes and awareness 
of the local high school and its curricula through their 
direct participation in center activities and/or feedback 
from their children. Parents* responses will take the 
^ form of oral communication to center staff or the 



completion of a written quej^t ionnairo specifically 
designed for the purpose. 

Original Qblective : 

To improve the communication process among parents, 
students, and teachers through mutually-attended 
classroom workshops that are devoted to an 
examination of the personal and social problems 
that affect students' success in schools 

6. Progress will be made toward developing a model center 
in each area, applicable to and expandable to other 
communities and school districts. A measure of this 
progress will be gained from a questionnaire designed 
for the purpose and administered to members of the 
Center Advisory Council, Center coordinators, teachers, 
teacher aides, and participating high school counselors. 

Original Objective : 

To develop a model center in each area that will be 
applicable to and expandable to other communities and 
school districts. 

General Operating Procedures 

Each Area Prep Center accommodated eighth grade students from feeder 
schools listed in Tables 1, 2, and 3. The pupils attended the Area Prep 
Center for a three-week session. Each session at a Prep Center enrolled one 
class from each of three feeder schools with an approximate enrollment of ^0 to 
100 students per session. Each feeder school provided a teacher for the ' 
session and as many as ten parents participated in various parts of the 
instructional program during a session. 

It was decided to operate the sessions for three weeks after the 
first year. During the first year of funded operation, one center (Area B) 
accommodated three classes of approximately thirty students and three teachers 
for three weeks per session; while Areas A and C held each session for two 
weeks. This provided one academic year for a "time in Center comparison" of 
two vs. three-week periods (adequacy of program coverage). Recommendations 
from center coordinators, center teachers, aides and feeder school teachers 
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indicated a strong disposition toward liaving three-week sessions. .The sessions 
of this duration provided more time for the adequate study. Additionally, this 
longer session enabled students to gain greater confidence and facility to 
interact with students from other schools. Data collected during the first year 
of .funded -operation supported these recommei^ations as did the conclusions drawn 
by the ou.tside evaluators. 

The participating eighth graders were bussed to and from their assigned 
centers. They were accompanied by their building teachers. The three feeder 
school classes were regrouped at the centers to creatie new classes so that 
students from all three schools were in each class. This procedure allowed each 
child increased opportunities to interact with fellow students from the other two 
schools. This assimilation permitted much more free social and intellectual 
exchange which permitted them to gain experience in working and living with 
students from backgrounds other than that available in their own school classes. 

These classes began 9:15 daily, which allowed students, teachers and 
participating parents sufficient time to t^ravel by bus from the feeder schools 
to the centers. Students returned to their home school's at 2:00 p.m. for the final 
instructional period and dismissal. The pupils remained at 'uhe center for their 
lunch period except on occasion when they had their noon meal at the field location. 

Center Staff 

During' the first year of operation, each of the three centers was 
provided with the following staff for -the execution of its functions. 



Center Coordinator; 



Center Teacher: 



overall responsibility for the functioning 
of the center. 

served as the team leader for the 
Instructional program. 
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Center Teacher-Aido: 



Center Clerical Help: 



assi};ted the teachers in preparing and 
suporvis ing learning activit ies and 
worked with parents involved in tlu* 
on-going program. 

nuiintained office records, correspondence, 
and typed. 



During the second and third year of operation the^ staffing organization 
underwent minor changes. Area B had the coordinator and center Teacher as its 
permanent staff. The other two areas had clerical help funded from other sources. 
Only Area A had a teacher aide. Lack of funds was the factor associated with the , 
change in the staffing organization at the three centers • 

Success of the Area Prep Centers could obviously be attributed to many 
factors, but certainly one of them could be the small turnover of the core staff 
(canter coordinators an4, center teachers) at the three centers. At Area A, the 
J Center Coordinator has held the position for the last tw^ years of the project. 
Ol^l^erwise, the staff remained the same* This also would- indicate to the outside 
evaluators that the morale factor was high because of the excellent cooperation 
.and support the Center received from the Department of Government Funded Programs, 
local schools, parents and students. 
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Program Activities 

The Area Prep Center programs focused on offering eighth graders an 
opportunity to participate in an intensive three-week session in preparation for 
high school. As stated in the Chicago Principals Reporte r (Spring 19 73), 
(p. 16), "Not a Parent Interview Day, but a full three weeks of high school 
prepareness activities are provided for eighth graders of the feeder schools of 
three Chicago high schools. Using both traditional and innovative activities 
designed to provide a comprehensive and sustained program of orientation, the 
Area High School Prep Centers are bridging the gap between elementary and high 
schools." 
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At each center, the instructional program included a continuation of 
the regular academic curriculum extending the fundamental skills in English, 
mathematics, and social science. A special urban studies component involved 
selected field class experiences in support of academic instruction in 
order to broaden students' understanding of the local community and its 
relationship to the total metropolitan community. The academic instruction 
served as a basis to develop an expanded curriculum. The total curriculum 
allowed the students to explore the community in which they live and the high 
school in which they will enroll. The program with its emphasis of understand- 
ing the community was given a personal emphasis for the students with the study 
of careers and occupational information. This enabled the pupils to 
understand their relationships with the community and, specifically, with their 
high school program, 

A film library, focusing on career education, has been established at 
each of the c enters Extensive use of visual aids helped the students gain a 
wider p&rspectivd of knowledge than they were learning. The utilization of media 
was instrument ^ in developing a better organized curriculum over the three-weeK 
period of each session. 

To implement the innovative program of the Area Prep -Center' concept, 
flexibility was a key factor in the instructional program at each of the centers. 
The needs of the stude^nt within each conmiunity were held paramount in the 
instructional program. This flexibility also allowed for a continuous development 
of instruction V7hich met the students' needs and interests. 

To gain a greater understanding of the local high school, the eighth 
graders visited freshman classes in order to acquaint themselves with the dynamics 
of the institution. High school counselors and teachers were always available 
for both student and parent group guidance. Special efforts were made to involve 

16 
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students from the high school to show the Area Prep Center students extra- 
curricular programs in order to encourage greater participation when the eighth 
graders enter high school. 

The program emphasized the necessity of understanding their high school 
education as part of maturing and developing in a community which included 
businesses, government agencies, health care facilities, community organizations 
and the people who live xd.thin the particular environs. One response to this 
effort to gain a community perspective toward their educational program was 
field trips. The trips served many purposes. They provided opportunities to 
observe the work world in order to gain a more realistic perception of their 
own careers. They visited agencies which are concerned with assisting 
people with a multitude of problems. The trips also met the goal of 
allowing the students to view many parts of the city of Chicago not readily 
available to most of the children participating in the Area Prep Center program. 

Human relations consultants worked with the staff and teachers at 
each denter to develop procedures to meet the needs and concerns of the students 
from the various feeder schools. Teacher-parent -student seminars were conducted 
to prepare students for a smooth transition to high school, examining personal 
and social problems that affect their success in school. Each center had an 
Advisory Committee to assist in program planning. The project advisory council 
assisted the project director in the development of overall direction of the 
project to share ideas and information, and functioned as a prime disseminator 
of project activities. 

Evaluation Format 

In addition to on-site visits, the outside evaluators constructed a 
series of instruments to measure the various aspects of the Area Prep, Centers ' 
programs. The instruments were changed to some extent each year. At the end 
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of the first year (1971-72), the objectives, as previously stated had minor 
revisions. To reflect these changes, several instrument revisions were completed. 
At the end of the second year (1972-73), the instrument format had several minor 
changes. The information listed on Tables 4, 5, and 6 offer the reader four 
sources of information. 

1. Title of evaluation instrument; 

2. the objectives tested by each of the instruments; 

3. the administration schedule; 

4. identification of the population who responded to each of 
the instruments. 

Changes in the instruments will be noted in the analysis of the findings. 
The basic format of instruments developed in 1971--72 were maintained over' the 
total time span of the project. 

Immediately following tables 4, 5, 6 are the remainder of Tables 7 
through 30. This'latter group of tables shows the data collected from the 
respondents after table 30 on page 52. The chapter "Findings" will include an 
analysis of the data in the tables. 
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FINDINGS 

Introdtictlon 

The tables that precede show the data that were collected over the 
three-year period using instruments constructed specifically for this Title III 
project. The format of the tables is based on the structure of the respective 
instruments used for the study. Some of the instruments were developed to 
measure more than one objective, so the ensuing discussion of each objective 
will include an analysis of data of more than one instrument. 

The analysis of findings is organized on the basis of the six objectives 
of this program and the third year follow-up study of the Area Prep Center 
students. The tables for all three years of the project are included in the 
analysis. In the discussion of each objective, the original (first year) 
objective is stated, followed by the objective utilized during the remaining 
two years. 

The three coordinators from each of the three Area Prep Centers 
obtained the data for this evaluation. The instruments were administered to 
students, parents, feeder school teachers, and community personnel. The data 
are presented in both raw numbers and percentages. The written analysis for 
each table offers broadly scoped conclusions about the data, and points out 
selected data which offer informative perspectives over the three- year period 
of the project. 

Objective One 

The first year objective stated: 

To promote a sense of harmony and interdependence* among 
students from a variety of feeder schools in the target 
attendance area through combined classes for four-week 
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periods of time* 

The findings for this objective are first reported in Table 7, the 
items in this table correspond to those in the instrument utilized to 
measure the objective* This instrument was administered to 
each group of students the first day they enrolled in their respective Area 
rrep Center. 

An overall perusal of the results on Table 7/ indicated that the 
students perceived their upcoming educational experience at the Area Prep 
Centers as quite positive* The students were asked to respond to this instrtanent 
as a post-test on the last day of their session (see Table 8). Again, as was 
the case with the pre-test, the students perceived the Area Prep Center, as 
a worthwhile educational experience^ Their experiences at the center indicated 
that the hopes they expressed on the pre-test (Table 7) were reinforced as 
indicated by the post-test responses. For the purposes of this final report, 
the findings on Tables 9 and 10, will be reported in the analysis of this 
objective. 

As previously noted, this first year objective was modified at the 

first year to read: 

The pupil will demonstrate that he has developed a sense of 
harmony and interdependence among students from a variety of 
feeder schools in the target area by checking more positive 
answers on the post-test student questionnaire than on the pre- 
test questionnaire. 

The instruments used to evaluate this objective during the 1972-73 
school year were: 1) a pre-test administered the first day the students en- 
rolled at the Prep Center; and, 2) a post-test given the last day of the 
students* Prep Center experience. The tables and the items within which 
measure this objective are: 1) Table 11, "Student Reactions to the Prep Center 
Program - Pretest" - items 1 through 7; and 2) Table 12, "Student Reactions 
to the Prep Center Program" - items 1 through 7. The pre- and post-test 
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(items 1 through 7, respectively) were Identical in order to gain insights on 
how students perceived the Prep Center and how they reacted to their experience. 

The instruments constructed to evaluate this objective during the 
1973-74 school year were: 1) a pre-test administered to the students on the 
initial day of enrollment at the Prep Center, and 2) a post-test given on the 
concluding day of the students' Prep Center Program. The tables and the items 
utilized to measure this objective are: 1) Table 13, Student Reactions to 
the Prep Center Program (Pre-test) - items 2 through 6; and 2) Table 14^ Student 
Reactions to the Prep Center Program - items 2 through 7. The pre-test and 
the post-test items (one through seven), respectively, were quite similar in 
order to evaluate how students perceived the Prep Centers and their classmates;, 
both at the time of their initial contact and upon conclusion of their experience. 

A broadly scoped view of the findings as reported by the students over 
the three- year period of this project indicates several significant results. 

1. The students anticipated they would enjoy going to 
school at the Area Prep Centers. This positive feeling 
was maintained through the sessions as indicated. By the 
results of the three post-tests. 

2. The program at the Area Prep Centers was perceived by the 
students during this period as a useful vehicle in easing 
the transition from eighth grade irito high school. 

3. The overwhelming majority of the pupils believed that 
students from different schools and varied ethnic back- 
gr ounces interacted quite well. The concept of the Area 
Prep Centers was in most cases the first contact that 
youth had with groups composed of youth with widely varied 
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backgrounds. It appears obvious that this part of the 
Area Prep Centers program did much to alleviate anxieties 
about eighth graders matricularting in- high school. 

4. The students, as a whole, enjoyed their visits to the local 
high school as indicated by the results reported in Tables 7 
through 14. The contact with high school personnel and 
students was considered to be a very important factor in 
the articulation of the eighth graders into high school. 

5. This program also gave students opportunities to evaluate 
the local high school, which was the building they visited, 
as discussed in the preceding paragraph. Generally, they 
felt their visits were beneficial. 

6. As previewed by the youth, parents gave strong support to 

the Area Prep Center programs. It would appear plausible 
that the enthusiasm of the youth about the program mirrored 
the feelings expressed by parents. 

7. O/er the thre^-ypar period, the students were asked both on 
the pre- and post-tests about their preference of type of 
school in which they would like to enroll for ninth grade. 
During the three-year duration, no discernible pattern became 
evident. The proportion of youth who preferred a private school 
before the session was smaller by the end of the session. The 
percentage of pupils wanting to attend the local public high 
school decreased slightly over the time span of this project. 

It is concluded that the goals as established in the statement of this 
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objective were adequately met. The students' perceptions of the Area Prep 
Centers were, as a whole, more positive after the session than prior to initial 
enrollment. A inost important factor in the success of any educational program 
is the reaction of the students. Based on the data obtained during the 
project, the students held a strongly favorable image toward the Area Prep 
Centers. 

Objective Two 

The initial objective was stated as follows: 

To facilitate the transition from elementary to high school 
by initiating student, parent, and teacher contact among 
high school feeder schools. 

The data for the assessment of this first year objective were 

obtained from three sources—students, parents, and teachers. The parents were 

encouraged to become involved in the development of each of the three Area Prep 

Centers. The parents were sent a questionnaire (see Table 15) to find out 

their views about the Prep Center programs, including items focusing on how they 

perceived their children making the transition from eighth grade to high school. 

Items 5, 6, 8, and 9 are most directly associated with the evaluation of this 

objective. 

On these four items, at least 85% of the parents responded favorably 
to questions about the program. A slightly large proportion believed they did not 
necessarily have adequate knowledge about the courses offered at the local high 
school. 

The feeder school teachers responded quite favorably to those items 
relating to this objective. Items 4, 10, and 11 on Table 17 were analyzed for 
this objective. As observed from the results on the table, the majority of the 
teachers responded favorably to the Area Prep Centers as a program which 
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helped them understand the problem of articulation. 

The issue of articulation from the elmentary school level to high 
school is a major problem in the formal education of adolescents. The first 
year results as shown on the instruments used in this project indicate that 
students, parents, and teachers believe the Prep Centers were quite successful 
in meeting this problem and those factors specifically mentioned in Objective 
Two. 

The second version of this objective as vrritten during the spring 
of 1972 states: 

Parents and feeder school teachers will obtain information 
and knowledge about the local high school intended to 
facilitate the children's transition from elementary to 
high school. 

,For the 1972-73 year, the data was derived from two sources! 

1. The teachers were asked to react to Objective Two in the 
post-test, "Teachers' Views About the Prep Center" on 
two items, 6 and 7 (Table 19). 

2. The parents responded to queries on the "Parental Views 
of the Prep^Center Program" - Post-test, items 6 through 
12 (Table 21). 

The resultsr indicated that the parents perceiyed the Area Prep Center 
Program very favorably (See Table 21). Nearly 85% of the parents bellGved 
that they had adequate knowledge about the course offerings in the high school 
after their child had attended the Prep Center. Over 80% reported that their 
youngster had shown increased interest in high school since attending the 
center. This is a most critical factor for an awareness of high school and 
its programs by eighth graders will facilitate a good beginning in their 
secondary school career. The unit on careers received overwhelming support 
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from the parents as would be expected. 

To study the feeder school teachers' reactions to this objective, 
attention was shifted to the results on items 6 and nj^n Table 19* Approximately 
70Z of the instructors believed that the concept of the Area Prep Centers would 
help the students participate in their elementary school-high school^ articulation. 
About the same proportion of instructors agreed with this concept during the 
first year. Over 70% of the feeder school teachers believed that the academic 
curricula at the Prep Center was beneficial in helping the students to improve 
their preparation for high school. 

The third year of the program saw this objective evaluated in terms 
of the following two sources of information. 

1. The parents responded to items on the "Parental Views of 
the Prep Center" as shown on Table 23 - items 1 and 3. 

2. The teachers were asked to react to Objective Two in the 
"Teachers' Views About the Prep Center" on items 2, 3, 
and 4. (Table 22) 

As was the case during the first two years of the project, teachers gave strong 
support to the concept of the Area Prep Centers. 

In evaluating this objective, our attention is directed to the views 
of the feeder school teachers about the program of the Area Prep Centers as a 
means of facilitating elementary school-high school articulation. On the three 
items selected to evaluate this objective, the mentors reported an overwhelming 
support for the articulation factor as it related to the Area Prep Centers 
Program. 

To further elaborate, as shown on Table 22, approximately 90% of the 
feeder school instructors believed that the "...students have a better understanding 
of the roles of high school counselors since they have completed their Area Prep 
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Center experience," Nine-tenths (89, 80%) of the teachers believed l:hat the 
visits by the students to the local high school facilitated the youngsters' 
understanding of the educational program offered. The teachers were asked this 
critical overall question: "Generally speaking, do you believe that the Prep 
Center activities will help facilitate the students' transition from elementary 
to high school?" Over ninety-five percent of the teachers gave an affirmative 
response- to this query. 

To turn to parental imput during the third yoar of the project (See 
Table 23) > slightly over 93% felt t^iat the program had achieved this goal. 
Closely related to this query, was the question stated as follows: "Do you 
believe that your child benefited from the visits that he made to the high 
school while enrolled at the Prep Center?" Nearly nine-tenths (88,64%) responded 
favorably to the item. This is about the same proportion as was indicated 
in the previous two annual evaluations made for this project. 

To offer a view from the vantage point of the three years of the 
program, it would appear that parents and teachers believed that the Area Prep 
Centers were a sound means of gaining knowledge about the local high school. 
This was further reflected with the feeling that the students were similarly 
benefiting from this educational experience within the scope of this objective. 
The results show that each year", the Area Prep Centers received strong support 
from students, parents, and teachers as an educational program to foster 
articulation into high school. 

Objective Three 

This objective. was structured as follows during the first year: 

To increase the effectiveness of parents and teachers in 
guiding children in making the adjustment in high school 
through their cooperative participation in educational 
activities. 
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Information on this objective was gained from students on Tables 11 
and 12. It is noted on both tables that a greater percentage of youth were 
aware of parental views after they had attended the Area Prep Center. On the 
other hand, a higher proportion of respondents claimed in the post-test 
(Table 12) that they seldom talked with their parents about high school plans* 

The students al3o uev»iloped a more positive attitude toward the Prep 
Centers once they were in attendance. The youth felt that the field trips were 
most worthwhile. However, student views toward school programs and extra- 
curricular activities changed little on the basis of pre- and post-test results. 
It appears in general that the students were more favorably disposed toward the 
Area Prep Center after their enrollment than prior to this time. 

For the second and third years, Objective Three was written in the 
following manner: 

The parents and teachers will demonstrate that they have 
increased their effectiveness in guiding pupils to make 
the adjustm^^nt to high school by checking more positive 
* - answers on the post-attitudinal survey than on the pre- 

survey. 

The second year of the program saw the information for this objective 
gained from four sources. 

1. Table 11, "Student Reactions to the Prep Center Program - 
Pre-test" gave the students' reactions. This objective was 
concerned with items 8. through 13» 

2. Table 12, "Student Reactions to the Prep Center Program - 
Post-test" gave the students* views after attending the 
three-week session. This objective was concerned with 
items 8 through 13. 

3. Table 18, "Teachers* Views About the Prep Center - Pre-test*' 
presented the results of the questionnaire administered the 
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first day of the Prep Center session in x^hich the mentor 

was teaching • y 
4. Table 1<), "Teachers' Views About the Prep Center - Post- 

fcest" was the third source of information. Items 1 through 

3 were directed at this objective* 
The discussion of the results of this objective as to students' views 
will center on the data listed on Tables 11, and 12. Slightly over 90% of the 
youth on the first day of enrollment claimed to know the reason for attending 
the Area Prep Center. The p^St-~test indicated that the same proportion of 
the pupils believed they knew the purpose of their Prep Center attendance by the 
last day of their three-week session. (See item 8 on Tables 11 md 12.) The 
other items indicate a supportive attitude expr^ssed_by_the^^ents above the 
Area Prep Center. 

The teachers' reactions to the Area Prep Centers were more positive 
during th^ second year of operation than was the case during the first year. 
Once the teachers were at the Area Prep Centers, their attitude toward the 
program improved. 

During the third year, Objective Three data were derived from the 
following sources: 

1. Table 13, "Student Reactions to the Prep Center Program - 
Pre- test." This objective was concerned td,th items 1, 8, 
9, an' 10. 

2. Table 14, "Student Reactions to the Prep Center Program - 
Post-test." As was the case with Table 13, the items 
constructed to measure this objective were 1, 9, 10, 11, 
apd 12. 

3. Table 22 > "Teachers Views About the Prep Center." Items 1 
and 5 through 12 were directed at evaluatin^^ this objective. 
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The results from these sources were similar to previous years. The 
students perceived the local high school ^ a favorable light. The proportion 
who did not like the high school remained relatively constant through the 
three years of the Area Prep Center Program. This percentage is actually low 
considering the fact that a certain proportion anticipate going to schools 
other than the local high school. 

The students during the three-year time span of the program believed 
that they increased their understanding of the local high school. The unit 
on careers also gave them an improved perspective of their future educational 
plans and goals. 

A perusal of data as indicated on Table 22 shows that the feeder 
school teachers who participated in the Area Prep Center's program overwhelmingly 
agreed that their experiences vjere most worthy. Obviously, the students are 
the major concern in any program, and the first item was concerned with this 
factor. Forty- six of forty-nine teachers believed that the pupils from the 
different elementary schools adjusted quite well with each other. Nearly 80% 
of the teachers during the third year believed that the program allowed and 
encouraged innovative approaches to teaching. The findings reported in this 
paragraph are supported by the findings during the second year of the program. 
As discussed earlier, the attitude of the teachers toward the Area Prep Centers 
improved over the views held the first year. 

It was decided during the third year of the program to ask those teachers 
who taught at the Area Prep Centers for the first time questions pertaining to 
their initial teaching experience. They were asked to respond f> three items. 
Item 10, Table 22 queried: "Do you believe the objectives of the Prep Center were 
effectively communicated?'' Only four teachers of 85 did not answer with a "yes." 



Eighty-two* of eighty-nine feeder school teachers believed that the vocational 
information was satisfactory. Lastly, this critical question was posed: "Did 
you gain additional inf onaation about the programs offered at the high school 
while you were teaching at the Prep Center?" Again, nearly unanimous support 
was found to this query by the first time teachers. 

The findings indicate teacher and student support of the Area Prep 
Centers program as it relates to this objective. 

Objective Four 

The unit on occupational and career opportunities was designed to 
help the students gain seme insights into the world of work. This educational 
experience provided a line toward a better understanding of the community in 
which the youth live and their goals and aspirations for the future as they 
enter high school. The career opportunities unit would hopefully enable the 
students to gain increased direction as they plan their high school programs. 

The professional staff at each center developed a conanon core off 
occupational information for the instructional program. From this common 
core, a test was constructed which was administered at the end of each session. 
This cognitive instrument sought to measure a sample of common knowledge taught 
at all three centers. In addition to teaching a common core of occupational 
and career opportunities knowledge, the professional staff at each center 
formulated a curriculum tailored for the specific needs of the student based on 
the communities in which they reside. 

For the first year of the program, the objective was expressed as 

follows: 

To stimulate student interest in a variety of job opportunities 
through exposure to available vocational and occupational programs. 
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This objective was reformulated for the second and third years of the 
program by stating it in the more specific framework of a criterion-referenced 
evaluation. 

The student will demonstrate knowledge of available career 
opportunities by checking 75% of the correct responses on 
a career knowledge test. 

To pursue the results of the findings during the first year, it is noted 
on Tables 24 and 24-A, the emphasis was directed to an understanding of the 
educational needs of specific occupations. It is observed on Table 24 that the 
students were to select the three occupations in which they were most interested. 
After this selection, they were to check the most appropriate educational levels 
needed to gain entrance into the selected occupations. On Table 24, all students 
were asked to respond similarly to the more common occupations as selected by the 
professional staff. Overall, it was noted that, as a whole, the youth were 
quite accurate in their knowledge about the amount of education needed for se^f 
selected occupations. 

To obtain ch^ information reported in Table 24, the staff at each 
denter focused on 10 to 12 occupations and the students studied each to some 
detail. As noted on the table, an emphasis was placed on the amount of education 
nee id for the specific occupations. Again, it appeared that the responses 
indicated a good understanding of the educational levels needed for the specific 

occupations. , 

« 

Through all three years of the program, a wide spectrum of instructional 
procedures were utilized. This utilization included field trips, wide usage of 
audio-visual materials, guests from various occupational areas, discussion among 
students about jobs, and a wide selection of resource materials. The students 
were motivated to direct their attention to gaining in-depth understanding of 
specific occupations. This would provide greater insights toward understanding 
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this relationship to the work world. 

As indicated by an obsexrvation of Tables 25 and 26, the measuring 
instmments for the second and third years of the Area Prep Centers program 
were nearly identical. As indicated by the objective covering this period 
of time, information about gaining information about the work world gained 
greater emphasis than during the first year. Also, a criterion-referenced goal 
of 75% correct responses was established by the objective. Table 25, indicated 
that during the second year of the program,, eight of 12 items were correctly 
answered by at least 75% of the responses. On one other item, 74% of the 
responses were answered correctly. ^The following year has witnessed about 
the same level of achievement as indicated by seven of 12 items having reached 
the desired goal of correct responses made by 75% of the population. On two 
additional items, at least 72% of the responses were marked correctly. It is 
interesting that the location for isst ^ng social security cards provides the 
youth the greatest amount of difficulty in answering correctly. Overall, the 
students ijave a good accounting of themselves on the basis of this cognitive 
test. 

Objective Five 

The initial Objective Five was stated as follows: 

To improve the communication process among parents, students, 
and teachers through mutually attended classroom workshops that 
are devoted to an examination of the personal and social problems 
that affect students* success in school. 

Data to evaluate this objective during the first year were obtained from 
Table 15, items 1, 2, 3, 4 and 10. Eleven of 14 items on Table 16 (excluding 
items 2, 4, and 10, which were analyzed in the discussion of Objective Two), were 
used to evaluate this objective. 

The overwhelming majority of parents felt they had good communication 
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with the Prep Centers. They believed, as a group, that their children were 
finding the Prep Center a useful means of adjusting to high school. * 

The feeder school teachers, when responding to items about Objective 
Three, gave strong backing to the Prep Center programs as was the case with 
the responses for Objective Two. To point out more specific information on 
Table 15, over 80% of the instructors felt that the students from the various 
feeder schools adjusted quite well to each other. Approximately the same 
proportion perceived the transporting of the students to the centers as a 
satisfactory arrangement. Three-fourths of the instructors believed the 
discipline was as good or even better than at their feeder school. This result 
again supports the view that the students from various schools seemed to adjust 
quite well in educational settings that differed somewhat from the familiar setting 
of their own school. 

The remaining two years saw the Fifth Objective written thus: 

Parents will demonstrate knowledge of activities at the 
Prep Center and their children's attitudes and awareness 
of the local high school and its curricula through their 
direct participation in denter activities and/or feedback 
from their children. Parents' responses will take the 
form of oral communication to c'enter staff or the completion 
of a written questionnaire specifically designed for the 
purpose. 

For the second year the data were obtained from Tables 20 which was a 
pre-test given to parents the first day of enrollment at the Prep Center. 
Additional data were reported in Table 21 which was a post-test given to 
parents near the end of their child's Prep Center session. 

The findings in Objective Five during 1972-73 indicated that the 
attitudes of parents were favorable to the Prep Center concept. Even though the 
proportion of parents who actively participated In Area Prep Centers was limited, 
they generally felt comfortable with their knowledge of the activities in the 
program. 
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On the pre-test (Table 20), it is observed that a low of 80% to a high 
of 92% of the parents selected the positive responses to the items in the pre-test. 
This highly favorable response set indicated that the parents felt quite satisfied 
with their children's attitudes and awareness of high school before they entered 
the Area Prep Center Program. On the post-test (Table 21), the parents were 
again asked to respond to the same items they answered three weeks previous on 
the pre-test. The positive responses were even of higher proportions than on 
the pre-test. Approximately 90% of the responding parents viewed the Area Prep 
Center Program toward achieving the goals stated in Objective Five as quite 
satisfactory. 

The information for Objective Five for the 1973-74 school year is shown 
in Table 23 and includes items 2, 4, 5, 6, and 7. The format and administration 
of this instrument were discussed with the analysis of Objective Two. The perusal 
of the results shown on this table and specifically at those items which are to 
be discussed for this objective indicated overwhelming support for the Area Prep 
Centers Program by the parents. For this Objective Five a high of 95.88% to a 
low of 74.07% of the parents selected the positive responses. 

The parents all during the time of the Area Prep Centers project 
appeared quite pleased with their child's educational experience. Their 
willingness to support this activity did much to strengthen the program over the 
entire scope of three years. 

Objective Six 

The first year objective stated: 

To develop a model center in each area that will be 
applicable to and expandable to other communities and 
school districts. 

The instrument used to obtain information and to analyze the findings 
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and attainment of Objective Six is first reported in Table 27. The 20 items 
in this table correspond to those in the instrument. This instrument was 
administered to: 1) c'enter coordinators, 2) permanent center teachers and 
aides, 3) high school counselors, and 4) the local Prep Center Advisory Council. 
These groups of individuals responded to the survey instrument entitled, "School 
and Community Views About the Prep Center Program" (see Appendix A) . 

In order to determine the extent which the goal of developing model 
centers for other educational centers to study, it was necessary to construct 
and ask pertinent questions of the individuals who have worked most closely 
with the Area Prep Centers during the past year such as the groups named in the 
preceding paragraph. The instrument was shortened and used without further 
modification for the last two years of funded operation. 

An overall perusal of the results as showa in Table 27 strongly 
indicates a most supportive attitude about the Area Prep Center program. In 
fact, the respondents to the questionnaire, as a combined group, were of the 
opinion that the Area Prep Center concept should be even more extensive and 
wider in scope. For example, more than one- half believed the program in the 
centers should have more extensive parental and community involvement. 
Approximately one- fourth were of the opinion that the feeder school students 
should have more extensive contact with the community agencies. About one- 
fourth believed that the sessions should be longer in time than the designated 
two and three weeks allotted the first year. Also, approximately one-half of 
the respondents believed that more student involvement with the local high 
schools was needed in order to better meet the goals of the Area Prep Centers. 

For the purposes of thi3 third y. ar and final report, the results as 
seen in Tables 28 and 29 will be reported in the analysis o£ Objective 6. 
The modified version of tnis objective, as written at the conclusion of the 
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of the first year of funded operation (1971-72), reads as follows: 

Progress will be made toward developing a model center in 
each Area, applicable to and expandable to other communi- 
ties and school districts, A measure of this progress 
will be gained from a questionnaire designed for the purpose 
and administered to members of the Center Advisory Council, 
Center coordinators, teachers, teacher aides, and participat- 
ing high school counselors. 

As stated earlier, the modified form of the first instrument was used 
to assess the attainment of this variable for the last two years, 1972-73 and 
1973-74. The instrument was distributed to the respondees the last month of 
each academic year. 

A broadly scoped examination of the findings, as reported by five 
groi'ps over the three-year period, indicated several significant results. 

1. Individuals who worked closely with this program believed that 
the objectives of the Area Prep Centers were being met. 

2. All segments of the program, from student adjustment to the 
quality of the academic program offered, received strong support of Prep 
Center personnel and advisory councils. 

3. This affirmative perception of the Area Prep Center programs 
would indicat^ that they believe the philosophy and operation of this project 
could well sferve as a model for other educational bodies to study. 

4. There was an overwhelming viewpoint that the youth have gained 
a valuable input about their local public high schools. 

5. The Prep Center Program provided a needed background of informa- 
tion and experiences in preparation for high school enrollment. 

6. Two critical factors associated with the success of this project 
received almost unanimous vote of confidence: 

a. The Prep Center Program enhanced the student's understanding 
of high school. 
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b. Students from the different feeder schools adjusted to each 
other quite well. 

?• On most items, 75% of the personnel believed that the goals of the 
Area Prep Centers were being adequately met, 

8. A minority of personnel believed that increased student contact 
with the high school would be desirable. 

9« More interaction among students at the Area Prep Center was 
viewed as a desired outcome, 

10. Approximately 40% of the respondents called for greater parental 
and community involvement. 

The affirmative support given by the personnel associated with the 
Area Prep Centers indicated that goals i)f this program are being met and that 
the philosophy and operation of this project could serve as a model for other 
educational bodies to study and implement. 

Follow-up Study 

The professional staff and the outside evaluators believed that a 
follow-up survey should be conducted of the students who matriculated during 
the first two years of the program. It was decided that a survey instrument 
would be administered during the second semester of the 1973-74 school year. 
The purpose of the instrument was to ascertain how the students perceived 
their Area Prep Centers experience after they had enrolled in high school. 
The instrument was developed by the outside evaluators. The director and 
che professionals of the Area Prep Centers evaluated, restructured, and 
approved the final form of the instrument used for the follow-up. As shown 
on Table 30, the 12 question opinionnaire was titled "Prep Center Program 
Follow-up," The items ranged over the scope of educational practices and 



issues included in the six objectives of the project. 

As observed on Table 30, the respondents were classified by grade 
level; namely, freshman and sophomore. The combined results are also included 
in the table. The Instrument was administered to the former Area Prep Center 
students in their respective high schools. To make an obvious point, only 
those students who participated in the program for the first two years of the 
program were included in the population, A further limiting factor was that 
those former Prep Center students not enrolled in any one of the three 
participating local high schools were not part of this follow-up. 

To analyze the findings point by point, it is observed that about 70% 
of the students maintained friendships first developed at the Prep Center, As 
expected, a greater proportion of freshmen responded with a "yes" to the first 
item. It is interesting to note on item 2 that about the same percentage of 
youth responded iil an affirmative manner both as Prep Center and high school 
students on the matter of the interaction of youth from varied backgrounds. 

In this follow-up, we observe that three- fourths of the students 
believed their Prep Center experience helped them get acquainted with the high 
school. When they were attending the Prep Center, greater optimism prevailed. 
However, the students are now in the day-to-day milieu of a complex educa- 
tional setting and they have gained considerable "moxy" since leaving the 
eighth grade. Observe further, that the freshmen respond more favorably. By 
the time they are sophomores, the youth feel more self sufficient and feel that 
acceptance and achievement are largely their own doing. 

The outside evaluators view the 53/( who are participating in extra- 
class activities as a favorable proportion. The Prep Center program did 
encourage student investigation of the extra-class activities as part of their 
visiting program of the high school. This may have led to an increased 
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awareness on the part of theityouth about these activities. It is well-known 
that few youth who participate in extra-class activities drop out of school. 
It also provides an opportunity for strong peer support. Educators would hope 
for a higher percentage, but it is often difficult to obtain a greater degree 
of participation in the large city school setting. 

The study of careers in the Area Prep Centers was a popular part of 
the program. It well received by students, parents, and teachers as 
indicated by the findings reported earlier in the study. A higher proportion 
of sophomores responded negatively to item 6. This might well be a reflection 
of the changing interests of the adolescents as they grow older. Actually, the 
Area Prep Centers unit on careers was exploratory in nature and was aimed at 
getting students to become aware of the work world. 

Item 12 is closely related to item 5 which was just discussed. 
Approximately two- thirds of the youth believed the Prep Center Program gave 
them better ideas of the work world operation. This is a slightly lower 
proportion of positive responses than was reflected in item 5. It might be 
observed that a follow-up careers program might be a useful program that could 
build upon the Prep Center experience. 

\ 

Item 6 is related to items 1 and 2. Again, the sophomores were more 
apprehensive about their Prep Center experience as a means of improving 
relationships with peers. Yet, it is good to note that 70% did feel that the 
Prep Center program was beneficial in this critical, but often abstract, area 
of educational ai*d social growth. 

"Were the things you learned at the Prep Center useful in selecting 
high school courses?" was item 7 on the questionnaire. Slightly more than half 
of the sophomores responded with "yes,'' though 62% of the freshmen reacted in 
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in this manner. It is not clear how much the selection of specific courses for 
high school was stressed at the Prep Centers. However, a sizeable group 
believed that the information provided did not particularly assist them in 
this dec is ion- making process* 

The response to item 11 appears to have a similar pattern to item 7, 
The negative responses could be a reaction to the situation *'as is" in the 
high school, not of the Prep Center. Obviously, this is an unknown factor. 
The negative proportion seems high, and increased contact by eighth graders 
with high school personnel still appears as an initial factor. 

It is noteworthy that over 907> of the students believed that eighth 
graders would benefit from the Prep Center experience. It appears as if the 
total picture of the Prep Centers was perceived favorably by the students. 
A minority may be critical of p^rt ot che program, but the total educational 
experience of any program is a core factor iu evaluating the worthiness of 
an endeavor. Good parental support was a feature of the Area Prep Centers for 
all three years. The students generally believed (see item 10) that their 
elders looked upon the program favorably. 

The follow-up study did give the readers a good indication of how 
students felt about their Prep Center after leaving it. Some findings were 
interesting and do raise questions for further study. Yet, the findings 
support the view that the Area Prep Center Program did indeed achieve many 
goals to ease the articulation problems of the participants. 
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Summary of Findings 

The findings and concrlusions offered in this evaluation are based on: 

1. Data received in response to the instruments analyzed in this 
report. ^ 

2. Observation of Area Prep Centers. 

3. Meetings with personnel involved with the Area Prep Centers, 

4. Comparison with results found during the first, second, and ^ 
third years of operation. 

The goals of the Area Prep Centers were formulated as stated by the 
six objectives of this project. Findings pertaining to the six objectives 
were analyzed and reported in the previous discussion. This analysis was 
based on theresults of data collected by instruments specifically, constructed 
for the evaluation of the Area Prep Centers, All but one of the objectives 
sought to ascertain the perceptions of the respondents. The exception. 
Objective Four, was directed more at measuring the cognitive aspects of the * 
vocational and career opportunities unit. 

Objective One sought input abc^t peer group interactions at .the 
^Area Prep Centers. Both before and after their Prep Center experience, the 
students exhibited confidence about their desire and ability to get along with' 
peers from othor schools. This positive confidence also existed when the youth 
were asked about the relationships among youth from varying ethnic and social 
backgrounds. The eighth graders in this study also believed the Prep Center 
experience would help them to adjust to the high school program. 

Adjustment to high school can be facilitated if the students have 
opportunities to participate in high school activities and meet both the 
students and educators. Basically, Objective Two was directed at this concern. 
Parents and feeder school teachers were asked to evaluate the Area Prep Centers' 



effdrts to provide a transition from the eighth grade to higji school for the 
participating students. 

Par^mtal support was actively encouraged for^the youth were part of 
an innovative educational program. The findings indicated that, for the 
three-year period, parents viewed the Area Prep Ceuters as a most useful 
program for their child, ^he unit on careers throughout the program period 
had over 907* parental support. The Prep Centers were favorably perceived as 
an effective articulation agency for aspiring high school freshmen. They 
reported that their children exhibited a greater degree of interest in high 
school since attending the Prep Center. 

Feeder school teachers overwhelmingly supported the Area Prep Centers 
along with the children's parents. Support from the teachers grew each year. 
Familiarit> with the program and opportunities to teach at the Prep Center 
more- than once*were factors associated with increasing support. 

The third objective focused on the effectiveness of the Area Prep 
Centers in helping eighth graders adjust to high school. Most pf the youth 
had a positive outlook toward the local high school, and their participation 
in high school activities was generally viewed as a pleasant and useful 
experience. The great majority of youth believed that they communicated quite 
voll with parents on their Prep Center experience. 

Input woji also sought from the feeder school teachers and their 
responses were strongly favorable^ They believed that the human relations 
factor ^mong the youth was a p^us in helping the youth adjust to each other 
and! the high school. As might be expected, teachers' responses indicated some 
apprchenjiion about the curricula"^ and the flexible features of the program, 
but by The third yent this concern had decreased, 
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The ease with which the youth acclimate themselves to the high school 
scene is ijrifluenced by the degree to which their future goals are clarified. 
The career individuals select strongly affects human behavior* A knowledge 
about occupations would plausibly help the youngsters to establish a direction 
in their high school program* The Area Prep Centers unit on careers was seen 
as a step toward helping the students develop an increased awareness of 
occupations which in turn would offer them a greater sense of direction in 
high school. The cognitive tests were constructed to ascertain degree of 
understanding of this area of knowledge. The first year test was aimed at 
determining student knowledge about specific occupations. The test constructed 
for the remaining two years of the program sought student understandings within 
a more generalized context. The evaiuators believed that the student gave a 
satisfactory accounting of themselves based on the proportion of correct 
responses on the tests over the three-year period. 

Objective Five sought parental input about their impressions of the 
operation of the three Area Prep Centers. They expressed confidence that the 
Area Prep Center program facilitated the students' understanding of the 
high school program. 

Objective Six had as its central purpose to determine whether or not 
the Area Prep Center program provided the basis for a model program for other 
educational units. The results strongly indicate that the Area Prep Center 
model may well provide the impetus for changes in other educational areas. 
Highly affirmative support was given by the 1) Center coordinators, 2) 
permanent center teachers and aides, 3) high school counselors, and 4) the 
local Prei Center advisory c'ouncil. The goals of the Area Prep Centers 
were met. 

The evaiuators throughout the three years made on-site visits to the 
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three Area Prep Centers. They met with the various personnel at the centers. 
The students appeared interested in their tasks, and the relationship among 
the children seemed most satisfactory. A wide variety of instructional 
activities were observed. The morale of the staff and feeder school teachers 
was by every indication very good. The permanent staff changed very little 
over the th^ee years which fostered a cor uinuous up-grading of the Area Prep 
Centers' concept. 

The physical facilities varied among the three Centers, but the staff 
did a good job with adjusting to any limitations. Transporting the pupils 
appeared as no major problem, though inconveniences were noted. The need for 
flexible schedules in the program caused transporting problems at selected 
times. The experienced permanent staff had built sufficient flexibility in 
their programs and activities to adjust to changes as needed in a program. 

The evaluators have always received full cooperation from the 
Department of Government Funded Programs. Those involved with the project have 
done much to facilitate the evaluation of the Centers, and needed data and 
information were efficiently forwarded to the evaluators. 

The on-site visits indicated to the evaluators that the Area Prep 
Center succeeded so well because a wide range of individuals were actively 
supporting it. The excellent staff at each of the Centers received good back-up 
support from the Department of Funded Programs, feeder school teachers, parents, 
community personnel, and teachers. The "team" approach has operated well for 
the benefit of the Area Prep Centers students. 

The follow-up study was conducted the second semester of the 1973-74 
school year. Those youth who were enrolled in one of the three local high 
schools who had participate'd in the Area Prep Centers' program w^re the 
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respondents in this study. Even though this population had been away from 
the Prep Centers for some time, they generally viewed their experience at the 
Centers helpful. Over 90% believed that this program should continue for the 
eighth graders. On all questions, a good majority responded in an affirmative 
manner. Most concern expressed was the amount of help the Prep Centers were in 
the relation of courses and careers. In suimnary, the follow-up study does 
affirm the view by the outside evaluators about the success of the Area Prep 
Centers. 

Conclusions 

As the evaluators weighed the findings from the instruments con- 
structed specifically for the Area Prep Centers project, vhe on-site visits 
and the meetings with Department of Government Funded persSont^el, it is 
concluded that many significant contributions were made by this program. 

1. The Area Prep Centers provided a model for developing a 
comprehensive articulation program for eighth graders entering high school in 
the fall. To make a successful model, many practices were instituted which 
involved intensive community involvement, career education, high school 

i visitation and participation, team instructional approach, and fostering of 

i 

[ human relations by students from various schools. 

I 2. The career and occupations instructional protjram played an 

important articulation function for eighth graders. The students studied 
careers with a wide range of instructional aids which included field trips 
and meetings with representatives from specific occupations, in addition to 
the study of reading materials and use of audio-visuals. This unit certainly 
should help the youth to gain some awareness of the work world, which is an 
environment almost unknown to many youth. 
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3. The faculty at the three local participating high schools were 
involved in providing the student participants' activities and information 
about life as a freshman. Counselors were available for the students to 
answer questions about the high school. This contact provided a systematic 
opportunity for the Area Prep Center students to gain f J,rst-hand and realistic 
information about enrolling and being a student in the ninth grade. 

4. The Area Prep Centers also provided elementary schools and upper 
grade centers opportunities to work with articulation of their eighth graders. 
The children's teachers had opportunities to work with students from different 
schools. They observed how their s*:udents met the challenges of relating and 
studying with a wide range of peers. The teachers also had opportunities to 
become part of a team using innovative educational approaches to Instruction. 
Additionally, they gained a close contact with the local high school which 
should improve their knowledge about the problems the youngsters face upon 
graduation from the elementary school. 

5. Fifth, the Area Prep Centers provided many opportunities for 
community and parental involvement. The students visited many community agencies 
covering the business, educational, professional, and religious spectrum. The 
activities included having conmiunity members visit the students at the canter. 
Parents participated via questionnaires and invitations to help and observe 

at the Center. 

6. The Area Prep Centers presented students from elementary schools 
with the challenge of interacting with students from various backgrounds within 

an educational setting. It was hoped that this would have a meaningful carry-over 
effect into high school. Results from the follow-up indicated that this goal 
was a reality as perceived by a great majority of students. 

8V 



?• It would appear that a program including activities developed in 
the Area Prep Centers program should be included in all high school programs. 
An orientation to high school while the children are still in eighth grade 
provides them with an opportunity to evaluate high school within the 
security of still being enrolled in their elementary or upper grade center 
building. It is the recommendation of the evaluators that a coiicerted effort 
be made to institute the findings of the Area Prep Centers into the eighth 
grade-high school articulation program. 
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ARI'A HIGH SCHOOL PREP CKNTF.RS 
TITLE VI, ESEA 
niiirAoo ruBTir SCHOOLJ^ 



DAT E 

AREA CENTER (CIRCI.E) t A B C 



TEAraERS;^ VIEWS ABOUT THE PREP C ENTER 

Directions: 

Do not put your name on this paper* 

The purpo6P of this survey is to gnln information dboufc hovr you, ds d 
tcach*»r nt the Prep Center, viewed the program offered to the students* 

******* 



1 . Do you believe that the students from the different feeder schools 
adjiiBted quite well with each other? 

Yen 

No 

2. Do you believe the students have a better understanding of the roles 
of high school cottnsalors since thry hare cotipletod their Prep Center 
experience? 

Yes 

No 

3. Do you believe that the visits to the high school were useful in helping 
the students better understand t^e programs and aetlvltifta of the high 
school? 

Yes 

^No 

4. Generally speaking , do you believe that Prep Center activities will help 
facilitate the students' transition from elementary to high school? 

^Yes 

^No 

5. Did your participation in the Prep Center allow you greater opportunities 
to try more flexible and varied instructional activities? 

Yes 

tlo 

6. Did the buo transportation cause. «any probltsat 

Yes 

^ ^Mo 
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(ObJ. 7, 1 PoRt) 

7. Wore the educational <.qojpm«nt and naterlali adtquat* and available for the 
Prpp Cenfwr progrna? 

Yefl 



No 



8. Win the curricula at the Prep Center be useful In helping students become 
better high •chool itu^MtfT 

Yes ■ 

No. 



9. Was thic the flrct time you taught at a Prep Center? 

Yea 

No 



If you answered this question no, do not answer the following question. 

10, Do yo»i believe the objectivea o£ the Prep Center were eff actively 
commun Icated ? 

Yes 



No 



11. Were the materials on vocational Information adequate and helpful? 

Ye9 

No 



12. Did you gain additional Information about the programs offered at 
the high school while you were teaching at the Prep Center. 

Yea 

No 
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(Obj, 1, 3 Pre.) DATE 

AREA HIGH SCHOOL PREP CENTERS AREA CENTER (CIRCLE) ABC 

TITLE III, ESEA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL: 

CHICAGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

STUDENT REACTIONS TO THE PREP CENTER PROGRAM 

Directions : 

Do not put your name on this paper . 

How do you feel about the Prep Center program? That is what 
we would like you to tell us in this questionnaire. This is not a 
test. You simply tell us how you fe&l about the Prep Center. Your 
views will be useful in helping to improve the Prep Center program. 

Read each question carefully. Answer every question by checking 
the response (a) that most closely describe (s) your feelings. 



1. Do you know why you are attending the Prep Center? 
Yes 



No 



2. Will you enjoy going to school at the Prep Center? 

^Yes ^ . 

No 



3. Do you believe you will enjoy going to school at the Prep Center 
with students from other schools? 



Yes 



No 



4. Do you believe that students from other schools will treat each 
other kindly and fairly? 



_Yes 
No 
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(Obj. 1, 3 Pre.) 



5. 



6. 



8. 



Do you think that going to the Prep Center will help you to 
get along with other students when you go to high school? 



_Yes 
No 



S?ir?r5;?^ T:hat students of different races or backgrounds 
will treat you kindly and fairly? 



Yes 



Mo 



7. I plan to attend: 



1) Local public high school 



2) 
'3) 



Public vocati'-^nal high school 
A parochial or private high school 



_4) Other. Please specify 



What type of program or courses do you hope to foUow at the 
high school you will attend? 



_1) General education program 

_2) Program for college preparation 

_3) Vocational education program 

4) I don't know 



What do you think of the local high school? 

1^ ^ think it is a great place. 

2) I think it is OK. 

_3) I do not like the school 



_4) I know little about the school, 



10 



How do your parents feel about your going to the local high school? 



_1) Wo frequently talk about it. 

_2) It IS just expected that I v;ili go. 

Ji) We seldom talk about it. 

4) I don't know. 
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(Obj. 1, 1 Post) ; 

AREA HIGH SCHOOL PREP CENTERS 

TITLE ITI, ESEA 

CHlChCCt PrmLTC SCHOOLS 



DATE_ 

AREA CENTER (CIRLCE) ABC 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 



ERIC 



STUDENT RRACTTONS TO THE PPKP CFINTER PROGRAM 

Directions ; 

Do not put y our name on this paper . 

How do you feel, about the Prep Center program? That is what we 
would like you to tell us in this questionnaire. This is not a test. 
You simply tell us how you feel about the Prep Center. Your views will 
be useful in helping to improve the Prep Center program. 

Read each question carefully. Answer every question by checking 
the rpfpr>nsp(9) that most closely describe (s) your feelings. 



i. Do you know what the purposes of your attending the Prep Center 
were? 

Yea 



No 



2. Did you enjoy going to school at the Prep Center? 

Yes 

No 



3. Were you satisfied with most of the students from the other schools 
while you were at the Prep Center? 

Yes 



No 



4. Did students from other schools treat each other kindly and fairly? 

Ye3 

No 



5. Do you think that going to the Prep Center will help you get along 
better with other students when you go to high school? 

Yes 



No 

9i 



(Obi • ^ . ^ rv*<;e) 



fi. Did ynu loo} that tho students of d^ffer<pn^ rnr»P?< or b«rkqt o»in<il<i 
tronfrnrl yon kindly and fairly? 

Ye?? 

'2^0 

7. Were thp things you learned and did at the Prep Center useful in 
helping yon nndpr««^and yonr local high school better? 

^Yes 

No 

fi . I pl an to attend: 

1) Local public high school 

2) Public vocational high school 

3) A parochial or private high school 

4) Other. Please specify 



What type of program or courses do you hope to follow at the high 
school you will attend? 

1) General education program 

„ 2) Program for college preparation 

_'^) Vocational education program 

What do you think of the high school you visited? 

^1) I think it is a great place. 

2) I think it is OK. 

^ do not like the school. 

Unw do yonr parent?? fepl about your going to the local hiqh nrh^^ol 

1) We frequontly talk about it. 

2) It is just expected that I will go there. ' 

3) Wf- seldom talk about it. 

4) I don't know. 



Did you enjoy visiting a class at your local high school whijp 
you were enrolled at the Prep Center? 

^Yes 

No 
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(Obj. 2, 1, 5) 

AREA HIGH ScilOOL PREP CENTERS 
TITLE ITI, ESEA 

rHirAoo piiBT.Tr pchools 



PARENTAL VIRWS OF THE PPRP CENTER PRORPAM 

Dir ectio ns : 

Your child is enrolled in one of the High School Prep Centers. This 
program. is supported by federal funds.- As part of the evaluation of the 
prograini parents are being asked to respond to this questionnaire. The 
purpose of this inventory is to determine how parents feel about the 
Prep Center program. Your cooperation in answering and returning the 
questionnaire will t3 appreciated. Your views will help us to improve the 
High School Prep Center program. Please have your child return the com- 
pleted questionnaire to the Prep Center tomorrow. You need not put your 
name on this paper. 

********** 

1. Do you think that your child has a better understanding of programs 

and courses offered at the high school since going to the Prep Center 

Yes • . 



2. Do you believe that your child benefited from mftetlnq children from 
Voirious schools enrolled at the Prep Center? 



DATE 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL: 



Yes 

no 

3. Do you believe that your child benefited from his visits that he made 
to the high school while enrolled at the Prep Center? 



Yes 
No 



4. Do you think your child knows where to go to find information and hel 
when he goes to high school? 

^Yes 

^No 

5. Do you believe that studying about occupations and career&i at the 
Prep Center is a good idea? 



Yes 
'No 




9C 



(Obi. ?. r, ^) 

\ « 

6. Do you believe parents are given enough opportunihy tn parti"! pa^e 
in t-.he rr*»p Center pro'-.xoiii? 

Yes 

N o 

7, Were you given adequate information about the activities of the 
Prep Center your child is attending? 

Yea 

No 
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(Obj. Ir 3 Post) 
AREA HIGH SCHOOL PREP CENTERS 
TITLE IT I, ESEA 
CHTCAOO PIiBLTr SCHOOLS 



DATE 



AREA CENTER (CIRLCE) ABC 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 



STUDENT REACTIONS TO THE PREP CENTER PROGRAM 



Directions: 



Do not put your name on this paper . 

How do you feel about the Prep Center program? That is what we 
would like you to tell us in this questionnaire. This is not a test. 
You simply tell us how you feel about the Prep Center. Your views will 
be useful in helping to improve the Prep Center program. 

Read each question carefully. Answer every question by checking 
the reBpon8©(s) that most closely deacribeCs) your feelingd. 



1. Do you know what the purposes of your attending the Prep Center 
were? 

Yes 



No 



2, Did you enjoy going to school at the Prep Center? 

Yes 

No 



3. Were you satisfied with most of the students from the other schools 
while you were at the Prep Center? 

Yes 



No 



4. Did students from other schools treat each other kindly and fairly? 

Yes 

No 



5. Do you think that going to tJie Pjrep Center will help you get along 
better with other students when you go to high school? 



Yes 
"No 
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fi. Did you feel that ^he students of different recen or backgrounds 
treated you kindly and fairly? 

Yes 

^No 

7. Were the things you learned and did at the Prep Center useful in 
helping you understand your locil high school better? 

^yes 

^No 

8. I plan to attend: 

1) Local public high school 

2) Public vocational high school 

3) A parochial or private high school 

4) Other. Please specify ^ 

9. What type of program or courses do you hope to follow at the high 
school you will attend? 

1) General education program 

2) Program for college preparation 

3) Vocational eJ^^cation program 

10. What do you think of the high school you visited? 

1) I think it is a great place. 

2) I think it is OK. 

V I do not like the school. 



How do your parents feel about your going to the local high J^chool? 

1) We frequently talk about it. 

2) It is just expected that I will go there. 

3) We seldom talk about it. 

4) I c^pn't know. 

Did you enjo^ visiting a class at your local high school while 
you were enrolled at the Prep Center? 

Yes 

No 
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(Obj. 1, 3 Pre.) 
AREA HIGH SCHOOL PREP CENTERS 
TITLE III^ E3EA 
CHICAGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS 



DATE 



^1 



AREA CENTER (CIRCLE) ABC 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL: 



STUDENT REACTIONS TO THE PREP CENTER PROGRAM 



Directions: 



Do not put your name on this paper > 

How do you feel about the Prep Center program? That is what 
we would like you to tell us in this questionnaire. This is not a 
test. You simply tell us how you feel about the Prep Center. Your 
views will be useful in helping to improve the Prep Center program. 

Read each question carefully. Answer every question by checking 
the response (s) that , most closely describe (s) your feelings. 



iticitictiticiiticic 



1. Do you know why you are attending the Prep Center? 

^Yes 

^No ' ....--^ 

2. Will you enjoy going to school at the Prep Center? 
^Yes 

^No 

3. Do you believe you will enjoy going to school at the Prep Center 
with students from other schools? 

^Yes 

No 

4. Do you believe that students from other schools will treat each 
other kindly and fairly? 

^Yes 

No 



100 



92 



(Obj. 1, 3 Pre.) 



5. Do you think that going to the Prep Center will help you to 
get along with other students when you go to high school? 



Yes 



No 



6. Do you feel that students of different races or backgrounds 
will treat you kindly and fairly? 



Yes 



No 



7, I plan to attend: 



_1) Local public high school 

J2) Public vocational high school 

_3) A parochial or private high school 

4) Other. Please specify 



8, What type of program or courses do you hope to follow at the 
high school you will attend? 

1) General education program 

2) Program for college preparation 

3) Vocational education program 



'4) I don't know 



9. What do you think of the local high school? 

1) I think it is a great place. 

2) I think it is OK. 

3) I do not like the school. 

, 4) I know little about the school. 



10. How do your parents feel about your going to the local high school? 

^1) We frequently talk about it. 

2) It is just expected that I will go. 

3) We seldom talk about it. 



4) I don't know. 
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AREA HIGH SCHOOL PREP CRNTRPS 
'^ITLE ITI, ESEA 

riiTrAcn ptibt.tc schools 



PREP CENTER PROCRAM FOLLOW-UP 

The purpose of this questionnaire is to obtain your views 
on the Area Prep Center you attended when you were enrolled in 
eighth grade. We are also interested in finding out if the Prep 
Center has helped you in high Bohool* This is not a feast* We 
do not want your name. 

Read each question carefully. Answer every question by 
checking Hip rpsponsp (s), that nio«t closely describefs) your 
feelinqp. 

Are you a freshman or sophmore ? 

1# Did you keep some of the friendships you first madp at 
the Prep Center? 

Yes^ 

^No 

2. Do you believe that attending the Prep Center helped students 
from different races and backgrounds treat each other kindly 
and fairly in high school? 

Yea 

No 

3. Do you believe that the visits you made to the high school 

when you were at the Prep Center helped you in getting acquainted 
with the high school? 

^Yes 

No 

4. Are you participating in extra-class activities (example: sports 
school clubs, plays, music, etc« 

Yes 

No . o 



List the activities: 
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5. Do you believe that your study of ocoupahions is useful to 
you now that you are in high school? 

^Yes 

No 

6» Do yon believe that going to the Prep Center helped you get 
along behter with students from other schools? 

Yes 

_^ No 

7. Were the things you learned at the Prep Center useful in 
selecting high school courses? 

Yes 

^No 

8. Do you think that eighth giraders should have the opportunity 
to attend Prep Centers? 

^Yes 

• No 

9. Do you believe the tours you tool: visiting different businesses 
and agencies were useful? 

^Yes 

^No 

10. Do your parents believe that your attendance at the Prep 
Center was useful? 

^Yes 

^No 

11. Do you feel that your visits to the high school helped you to 
learn how to get assistance from teachers and cotxnselors in 
your high school? 

^Yes 

^No 

12. Do you believe that your study of careers has given you a 
better idea of what type of job you jiope to have? 

^Yes 

No 
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DATli . . 

ARKA CENTER (CIRCLR) J ABC 
ELKIIUNTARY SCHOOL: 



MALE FR^IAT.E 



YOUR jglOj^E DGE ADOU T OCCUPATIONS 

DIRECTIONS 

You Itnvo just completed a unit on occupations at the Prep Center. 
Please ansvv'er the questions below by circling ONE letter (a,b,c, or d) 
which you believe is the most correct answer for each question. Do not 
put your name on this pnper; nobody wants to know '*who says what» ' Read 
each question carefully before answering. 

!• Miich one of the following is the beat source of information 
about occupations in which you might be Interested? 

a. Tiie Encyclopedia 

b. The Occupational Outlook Handboolc 

c. The World Almanac 

2. Wio is the best person to go to In the high school about the 
world of work? 

« 

a. A teacher 

b. A counselor 

c. A coach 

3» UTiich of the following occupations requires apprenticeship train- 
ing before admittance to a union? 

a. Secretary 

b. Plumber 

c. Commercial Artist 

d. Salesman 

4* Wliich of the following fields of knowledge are most important to 
a student interested in becoming an engineer? 

a. History and geography 

b» Scicncpi and mathematics 

c. Foreign language r 



• (ObJ. A) 

ari:a high school fUEP centers 

TITLE 111, r.SFA 
CHTCAHO riinLIC SCHOOLS 
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St V,1int \hv hrnt nonrco of infornrntlon nhout currently nynHnMn 

a. R.nllo .mnovincemonts 

b. MajMzino nrLlclos 

c. NcMv":pnpor want-ads 

6., Wilch of the following occupations requires at JedPt a four-yeAr 
\ coll rr.*^ ficprce for pntrnnce Into employment?, 

a. Aulo Mechanic 

b. Sales clerk 

c. La^.'ycr 
Socrctnry 

7. A stuHcnt In Chi capo who is 3/i or 15 years of age and wishes to work 
after ^rlinol or obtain niimmer employment must request a work permit 
from: 

a. The Bureau of Pupil Personnel Services, Chicago Board of Educ^^tion 

b. The local police station 

c. The I'nitod Stat(>s Post Office 

8. A person should begin making his career plans by looking first at hid: 

a. Jntorcsts, aptitudes and abilities 

b. His high school course book 

c. Itis parents' occupations 

9. Which occupation would you choosd If you like to work with people? 

a. Chemist 

b. Teacher 

c. Truck driver 

d. CoHv^t ruction worker 

10. Wliich occupation would you choooe If you like to work with things? 



a# Salesman 

b. Social worker 

c. Teacher 

dp Applinnrn <?erv1ceman 



!!• In a mndern hotel, ''front of the house" jobs Include: 

a. Cxociitive chef and housekeppr*r 

b» Room clerk and bellman 

c. Belt pnckor and molder 

d. X ray technician 

]2. YJho issue? the Social Security Card? 

a. The United States Post Office 

b. Tlic Office of Health, Education, and Welfare 
City Hall 

d« Illinois State Ewployroent Service 
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DATE 

, AREA CENTER (CIRCLF)? ABC 



SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY VIEWS ABOUT THE_PREP_ CENTER ^PI^^ ^ 
Dire ctions: 

Do n ot gu_t your name on thi s paper . 

How do you feel about the Prep Center program? Thnt is what we would like 
you to tell us in this questionnaire. This is not a test. You simply tell 
us iTow you feel about the Prep Center. Your views will be useful in helping 
to improve the Prep Center program. 

Read each question carefully. Answer every question by checking the 
response that most closely describe(s) your feelings, 

^ it ^ ft it ft it 

1. The Prep Center has Improved the students* understanding of high school. 

^Yes ' 

No 



2* Do you believe that students from the different feeder schools have 
enough opportunity to interact with each other? 



(Oh J. 

AREA HIGH SCHOOL PREP CENTERS 
TITLE IT I, ESEA 

cHTrAco nmijc srnooLS 



Yes 
No 



3. Was information nhmit the Prep Centers adequately disseminated throughout 
the community? 



xes 

^No , 

4. Sufficient opportunity was provided the Prep Center students to study 
the co--currlcular class activities at the high school. 

^Yes 

No 



5. Did the students from the various feeder schools adjust to each other quite 
well at the Prep Center? 

Yes 

^No 

6. Students were given sufficient opportvtnlty to becotae acquainted with the 
high school. 

Yes 

No 
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?• students hfld mifftcient opportunities to meet with the high nchool 
coutlf^elor. 

Yes 

^No 

8, Students were provided with sufficient opportunities to study and 
visit cotmnunlty ap^enciefl. 

^Yes 

• No 

9» Parents and the members of the coruinunity are sufficiently Involved 
in the Prep Center program. 

^Yes ^ 

^No 

10. Additional comments: 



1 



10/ 
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Section III 

A. Change in the Local Educational Agency 

As a result of the model program established In this project, 
communication between high school and elementary school 
faculties has Increased, Both groups have seen the beneficial 
effects of the orientation program* 

Eighth grade teachers from 31 public and 7 nonpublic schools 
have become more aware of the need to better orient eighth 
graders to the high school environment. Teachers from these 
feeder schools have visited the high school during the three 
week period. While there they had the opportunity to study 
the curriculum, guidance program, extra-curricular activities, 
and become familiar with the physical plant. 

The project has provided teachers with a variety of experiences 
in the area of career information and has enabled them to 
develop teaching units supported by this essential knowledge. 

Due to their involvement in this project, the participating 
teachers are better equipped to orient future eighth graders 
who may not have the opportunity to attend a prep center. 

Staff of the three high schools have become more aware of the 
problems facing the freshman who is leaving the familiar 
environment of a small school. They have seen the effect of 
Prep Center experience on the freshman who enters with know- 
ledge of many aspects of the high s ch ool . 

B. and C. Cooperating Agencies 

Interested individuals and community agencies have given 
generously of their time and resources to help the Area High 
School Prep Centers develop a program designed to meet program 
objectives. Businesses, community organizations, and public 
agencies offered the students a variety of guided tours, and 
representatives from these groups were made available for student 
interviews. The following organizations and agencies cooperated 
by providing the field experiences which enab led pupils to 
observe a wide i:oectrum of occupations: 

Adler Plane tarium 
American National Bank 
Beverly Bank 

Calumet Region Sewage Plant 
Chicago Historical Society 
City of Chicago; 

City Hall 

Civic Center^ 

Fire Department: Fire Academy and Fire Boat 
Police Department Communication Center 
Water Filtration Plant 
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Chicago Mercantile Exchange 
Chicago Sun -Times 
Children's Memorial Hospital 
Clarke Equipment Company 
Field Museum of Natural History 
First National Bank of Chicago 
Hull House 

Jay's Potato Chip Company 
Johnson Publications 
Jones Commercial High School 
Lincoln Park Zoo 
Lownlck Medical Center 
Malcolm X College 
Museum of Science and Industry 
Oriental Ins tl tute 
Patrlcca's Res tauran t 
Piatt's Historic House 
Prosser Vocational High School 
Quaker Oats Company 
Queen of the Sea Restaurant 
Reed ' s Photography 
• S chwlnn Bicycle Company 

Shedd Aquarium 

Sherwin-Williams Paint Company 
Trans World Airlines - O'Hare Field 
United Parcel Service 

United States Post Office - Main Branch 
Universi ty of Chic ago 

University of Illinois at Chicago Circle 
Washburne Trade School 
Westinghouse Vocational High School 

Representatives of the following community agencies and business 
establishments visited centers and addressed the pupils: 



Bartolomeo and Hansen, Architects 
Better Business Bureau 
Commonwe alth Edison Comp any 
Chicago Board of Education: 

Farragut High S choo 1 

Morgan Park High S chool 

Senn High School 
Chicago Tribune 

City of Chicago Police Department 
Cook County Forestry Bureau i 
Illinois Bell Telephone Company 
Illinois Environmental Pro tec^on Agency 
Peoples Gas Light and Coke Company 
Powers School of Modeling 
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St . Xavier College 
Social Security Administration 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
United Airlines 

United States Internal Revenue Service 

United States Navy/Armed Forces Career Opportunities 

The interest) enthusiasm, questions, and comments of the students 
provided the adult community with a new awareness of the 
potentials, aspirations, and career goals of eighth graders. 

Among their conclusions the outside evaluators included this 
significant paragraph in their Final Report of the 1972-1973 
school year: 

The Area Prep Center is certainly a model for the 
involvemen t of the community with education . The 
students visit many community agencies covering 
the business, educational, professional and re- 
ligious spectrum. The activities include having 
community members visit the students at the center. 
This total community approach surely has given the 
staff and students a perspective that is typically 
no t available . 



Section IV 

Funds for the continued operation of the three Area 
High School Prep Centers were included in the 1974-75 
supplementary budget of the LEA. 

Faced with many budgetary requests for its limited funds, 
the Board of Education acknowledged the evaluator's report 
that the model centers **serve a most useful function with ' 
attainable goals." 

Strong support has been developed and was expressed to the 
respective area associate superintendents by the parents, 
community, and professional staff of the local high schools 
and their feeder schools. 

Section V 

Prep Center staff have used a variety of media to disseminate 
information on the rationale, objectives, procedures, and re- 
suits of the project: 

Brochures - A descriptive brochure was prepared 
and then revised annually to reflect 
changes and current evaluation res ults . 
Approximately 5,000 copies were distributed 
\ to parents of prospective participants, 

community persons , and other in teres ted 
individuals . 
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Newsletters - 



During the first year, newsletters were 
sent to participating elementary and high 
schools for distribution to professional 
and paraprofessional staff, parents of 
eighth graders, school advisory co unci Is, 
and communi ty groups • 



News Items 



Metropolitan and neighborhood newspapers 
have published news items about the proj act • 
Articles were also published in the "Chicago 
Principals Reporter" and in the "Title III 
Quarterly •" 



The project has also been described in several 
publications of the Chicago Board of Education, 
Depart men t of Government Funded Programs . 



Meetings 



Lo cal-- 

Staff of the project have addressed groups 
of paifents and school advisory councils. 
They have discussed the activities wi th 
the professional staff of individual schools 
and with principals and advisory councils 
assembled at the district level* 



Area-- 

The Area A High School Prep Center partici- 
pated in Area A Expo in May 1973 and again 
in May 1974 by displaying materials, pictures, 
and slides depicting the project. 

Statewide Title III — 

The Area High School Prep Center staff pre- 
sented the project and displayed materials at 
the two-day educational symposium, "What's ; 
Right with Illinois Education" in August 1973; 
and at the Second Quincy Conference on October 
17-19 , 19 73, 



Displays 



Staff assembled display materials which included 
charts, photographs, slides, and curriculum 
materials to tell the story of the prep centers 
to all types of audiences. 



Personal Con- 
tacts 



As a part of the project's career information 
program, staff met with and disseminated 
information to many business firms, public 
agencies, and professional persons. As a re- 
sult, some organizations allowed s tudents to 
participate in guided tours of their establish- 
ments or sent representatives to the project site 
as speakers • 
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Locally, very effective dissemination came from student 
participants and their parents: 

Student Newspapers - At two of the three centers, 

students published a newspaper 
during each session. Through 
this medium they expressed their 
interest, enthusi asm , and le arning 
directly to their parents, to fellow 
students, and to staff in the feeder 
s chools « 

Student Logs - Daily logs kept by each student became 

an imp or tan t means of inf o rming 
parents of prep center activities. 
These logs were taken home at the end 
of each session. 

Section VI 

In addition to the "Area High School Prep Center Chronicle" 
published in 1971 and the annually revised editions of the 
project brochure, dissemination articles have appeared in the 
following: 

Newspapers-" 

Beverly Review - March 22 , 19 72 

Chicago Tribune - September 26, 1971 and March 5, 1972 
Clark News - March 1973 (Clark Equipment Coihpany) 
Empehi - Morgan Park High School 
Lerner Newspapers - September 18, 1973 
North Town News - April 11, 1973 

Southtown Economist - February 29, 1971, October 2, 1971, 

February 16 and 23, 1972, March 14, 
18, and 26, 1973, February 27, 1974, 

Village Green - Mt* Greenwood Elementary School 

Professional Periodicals — 

"Chicago Principals Reporter" - Spring 1973 
"Forces for Change in Illinois Schools" 
"Title III Quarterly" - Spring 1973 

Board of Education, City of Chicago — 

General GuperinLendent ' s Bulletin //73-909 - August 8, 1973 
Newsletters published by Department of Government Funded 
Programs 

Program Descriptions 19 71 , 19 72, 19 73 
Spotlight - February 1973 
Summer Program Summary Report 

1 1 a 
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Section VII 



One copy of each of the following items produced by the 
project was submitted to the Title III, ESEA Office at the 
time that it was produced. 

Brochure - original and revised editions 

Area High School Prep Centers - "Chicago Principals 

Reporter," Spring 1973 
Area High School Prep Centers - "Title III Quarterly," 

Spring 1973 
All news items listed in Section VI 



IM 



ERIC 



Part III 
Final Expenditure Report 



ERIC 



Sij^ART . AUntui^lZA UuN:., l/KNOITUftES ni'd tKWiCi OF TULf. Ill) ESEA, FUNDS 



I . UHEXPCNOEO funds TROH r.UKHX AWAROeO FOft 

PR Ion euocET peRioo 3 8)822 



Z, Approved Grant award for budget period 

jwDicATEo 232 ,793 



3, Total funds authorized for Buooet 

PERIOO INDICATED 271,615 



Expenditures during suooa PEflh^o 

INDICATED ^ 26 5,753 



3. UnEXPEMDEO FUNDS FOR THE BUDGET PERIOO 

INDICATED (Item 3 minus Item H) 5,862 



CliKUUnve TOTALS - GRANT AWARDS AND CASH RECEIVED SINCE INCEPTION OF PROJECT 

1. GRANT AWARDS ^ ^^^V^^^ 

Z. CASH RECEIVFO 



THIS FISCAL REPORT tS CORRECT ANd THE EXPENDITURES INCLUDED 
HEREIN ARE DEEMED PROPERLY CHARGEABLE TO THE 

GRANT AWARD 



SluNATURE or FrmjECT DIRECTOR OaTE 



SlOKATURE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT DaTE 

o.' Administrative District 



Signature of Superintendent, Oatc 
Educational Service Recici^ 
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